Book of Proverbs Series
Message 26
Contrast Between The Upright and Evil — Part 4
Proverbs 14

The focus of this chapter is on wisdom, folly, righteousness, and the practical consequences of our choices.
Key Verse: Proverbs 14:12
Introduction:

Proverbs 14 offers guidance for living wisely, showing the contrast between wisdom and foolishness, righteousness and
wickedness.

Main Points:
1. The Builder vs. the Destroyer - Proverbs 14:1

- Application:
- Wisdom builds up lives, relationships, and communities.
- Foolishness, through selfishness or negligence, destroys what has been built.

Matthew 7:24-27
Psalm 127:1
Ephesians 4:29

Challenge: Are you building or tearing down in your relationships, faith, and community?
2. The Integrity of the Upright - Proverbs 14:2
- Application:
- Walking in righteousness shows reverence for the Lord.
- A life of integrity requires consistency between our beliefs and actions.
Micah 6:8
Proverbs 10:9
1 Peter 3:16
Reflect: How does your life demonstrate reverence for the Lord?
3. The Power of Words - Proverbs 14:3
Proverbs 18:21
James 3:5-6
Ephesians 4:15
- Application:
- Words can either protect or harm us.

- Wisdom speaks truth with grace, while folly uses words recklessly, leading to destruction.
- Self-examination: Are your words a blessing or a burden?
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4. The Value of Labor - Proverbs 14:4
Colossians 3:23-24
Ecclesiastes 5:19
Proverbs 13:4
- Application:
- Fruitfulness requires effort. A clean manger might look good, but it lacks productivity.
- Challenge: Are you willing to endure the challenges of hard work to see the Lord’s blessings?
5. Mocking Sin vs. Seeking Grace — Proverbs 14:9
Application — Do we trivialize sin?

6. Trust in Discernment Proverbs 14:12

- Application:
- Human judgment is limited and often flawed. Trust in God’s wisdom over your own understanding (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Jeremiah 17:9
Proverbs 3:5-6
Isaiah 55:8-9

Call to action: Commit to seeking the Lord’s guidance in decision-making.
7. Joy and Sorrow in the Heart - Proverbs 14:13
Ecclesiastes 7:3
John 16:33
Psalm 34:18
Application:
- Outward appearances can be deceiving; true joy comes from the Lord, not circumstances.
- Encourage reliance on the Lord for enduring peace and joy.
8. The Reward of Righteousness Proverbs 14:27
Application:
- A life lived in reverence to the Lord leads to blessing, guidance, and protection.
- We are called for a renewed commitment to live in Godly fear.
Conclusion:
Proverbs 14 highlights the stark contrast between wisdom and foolishness, righteousness and wickedness. Proverbs 14,
serves as a guide for practical and spiritual living, emphasizing the value of godly wisdom, reverence for the Lord, and

righteous behavior.

In This chapter we see, those who live wisely and fear the Lord enjoy stability, peace, and life, while foolishness and
wickedness lead to ruin.

Proverbs 14 encourages readers to seek wisdom, trust in God, and live in a way that honors Him.

Trinity Baptist Church - AM Message handout — November 17, 2024



Bottom Line:
1. Wisdom vs. Folly

Building or Destroying (14:1)
- Wise actions build; foolishness destroys, especially within households.
Uprightness and Fear of the Lord (14:2)
- Righteous living demonstrates reverence for the Lord; devious ways show contempt.
The Power of Words (14:3)
- Wise speech protects, but foolish words lead to trouble.
Hard Work Brings Reward (14:4)
- Productivity requires effort, just as an ox brings a harvest despite the mess.
Seeking Truth, Not Deception (14:12)
- What seems right to human understanding can lead to destruction without God’s guidance.

2. Character and Conduct

Mocking Sin (14:9)

- Fools dismiss sin lightly, but wisdom seeks repentance and reconciliation.
Wise Observers (14:15)

- The prudent think carefully before acting; the naive believe anything.
Patient Wisdom (14:29)

- Quick tempers reveal foolishness, but patience shows great understanding.

3. Emotional and Spiritual Realities

Joy and Sorrow Intertwined (14:13)

- Outward laughter may hide inner pain; true peace comes from God.
Fear of the Lord Brings Life (14:27)

- Reverence for the Lord is a fountain of life and protection from danger.

4. Consequences of Choices

Righteousness vs. Wickedness (14:11)

- The house of the wicked will fail, but the tent of the upright will flourish.
Impact of Leadership (14:34)

- Righteousness elevates a nation; sin is a reproach to any people.

Takeaway Themes:

- Wisdom Builds: Choose actions that edify rather than destroy.

- Reverence for the Lord Leads to Life: Fear of the Lord is the foundation of wisdom and blessing.
- Guard Your Words and Actions: Words and choices carry real consequences.

- Work Diligently: Effort and faithfulness bring lasting fruit.

- Seek the Lord’s Guidance: Human understanding is fallible; trust in the Lord.
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