Book of Proverbs Series
Message 30 — Contrast Between Upright and Evil — Part 8
Text: Proverbs 18

This chapter contains various themes such as the power of words, wisdom in relationships, and the importance of
seeking understanding.

Introduction:

Proverbs 18 is a treasury of wisdom that speaks to the practical aspects of life, relationships, and how our words and
actions shape the world around us. Today, we will focus on three major themes: the power of words, the pursuit of
wisdom, and the importance of relationships.

1. The Pursuit of Wisdom - Proverbs 18:10, 15

James 1:5
Proverbs 2:6-7
Psalm 46:1

True wisdom comes from fearing the Lord and seeking His guidance.

- Wisdom Protects: Just as a strong tower provides safety, God's wisdom and guidance protect us from poor decisions.
- Wisdom Seeks Understanding: The wise are teachable, always seeking to grow in knowledge and understanding.

- Application: Are we humbling ourselves before God and seeking His wisdom daily through prayer and study of His
Word?

2. The Power of Words - Proverbs 18:21

Words have immense power. They can build up or tear down, heal or wound, encourage or discourage. Consider:
- Words Can Heal: A kind word spoken at the right time can bring hope and encouragement (see Proverbs 18:4).
- Words Can Destroy: Harsh or thoughtless words can lead to conflict and division.

James 3:5-6
Ephesians 4:29
Proverbs 15:4

- Application: Are we using our words to build up or tear down? Commit to speaking life, truth, and encouragement in all
circumstances.

3. The Importance of Relationships - Proverbs 18:24

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10
John 15:13
Proverbs 27:17

Our relationships shape who we are and where we go in life.

- Choose Relationships Wisely: Not all friendships are beneficial; true friends build us up and walk with us in truth.

- Value Loyalty: A genuine friend, like the one described in verse 24, remains steadfast even in adversity.

- Application: Are we investing in relationships that honor God? Are we being the kind of friend that reflects Christ's
love?

Other Verses That Speak Of The Theme Of Proverbs 18
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Psalm 19:14
Matthew 12:36-37
Philippians 2:3-4

Conclusion
Proverbs 18 teaches us to be mindful of our words, to earnestly pursue wisdom, and to nurture meaningful relationships
Bottom Line:

1. Seek Wisdom and Understanding

- The prudent seek knowledge, but fools delight in airing opinions (v. 2, 15).
- God's name is a strong tower; safety and refuge are found in Him (v. 10).

- True wisdom comes from humility and understanding (v. 12).

2. Words Have Power

- Words can bring life or death (v. 21).

- Wise speech is like deep waters—life-giving and refreshing (v. 4).

- Foolish words lead to strife and destruction (v. 6-7).

- Listening before answering shows wisdom and avoids foolishness (v. 13).

3. Relationships Matter
- Isolation leads to selfishness and conflict with wisdom (v. 1).

- Close friends provide loyalty and support, more reliable than many acquaintances (v. 24).
- Wealth can attract superficial friends, but true friendship is invaluable (v. 11, 24).

4. Justice and Fairness
- Partiality in judgment and condemning the righteous are detestable (v. 5).

- A fair legal process is vital for maintaining justice (v. 17).

5. Reliance on God Over Material Wealth
- Trusting in riches is misguided; only God offers true security (v. 11).
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